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Ag Earth Science Syllabus
Ag Earth Science
Room 29
707-987-4140, ext 4029
Course Title: Ag Earth Science
Grade Level: Geared towards 9th & 10th, open to 11-12th
Length: One Year

Course Description:
Ag Earth is a freshman level science that will help you understand basic principals of Earths systems. Course emphasis will entail the following areas: Agriscience in the Information Age, composition of the earth, weather, atmosphere and resources and the environment. 
Required Materials (bring to class every day):
· 3-ring binder, with five dividers labeled by unit and a tab for FFA/SAE
· Black or blue pen, pencil, lined paper, and a day planner to record all assignments 

* Periodic “Binder Checks” will be conducted to ensure the student remains organized. The above mentioned supplies will be expected to receive credit.

Course Outline:
	Fall Semester

	Class introduction

· Rules

· Procedures

· Expectations

Agriscience in the information age

· California Agriculture

· Careers in Agriculture Science

· Introduction to the FFA

Earth Science

· The Nature of science

· Mapping our world
	· Matter and Atomic Structure

· Minerals

· Igneous rocks

· Sedimentary and Metamorphic rocks

· Weathering, Erosion and Soil

· Mass Movements, Wind and Glaciers
· Meteorology
· The Oceans


Grading Procedures:
Your Grade in this class will be based on the following component:
1. Assignment/Projects



2. Homework





3. Quizzes and test



4. FFA Participation*



5. SAE and Record Book**


6. Notebook/binder


This scale is used to determine your letter grade for the class.

A = 90-100%

B = 80-89% 

C = 70-79% 

F =  69-0% 

*Note: You must participate in approved FFA Activities each semester for full credit


Late Work and Make-up policy:  No late homework will be accepted after the chapter or unit test. Homework is due on the date announced. All homework must be labeled with a: name, date, period, and name of assignment. It is the student’s responsibility to find out what assignments he or she missed. All missed work can be made up after school or at lunch by appointment only. The students have same number of days to make up the work as they were absent. 
Major Assignments/Activities: Students are required to complete a science project (or SAE project), homework, class work, labs, FFA activities and a FFA record book.  Note: All students enrolled in an Agriculture Class must conduct an approved SAE project each year and keep accurate, up-to-date record books under the guidance of an advisor.
_____________________________________________________________________
Classroom rules, procedures and expectations:

· Students are expected to arrive promptly to class and be seated with materials when the bell rings.
· Students are expected to use all equipment safely, correctly, and as directed.

· Students are expected to respect the rights of others to learn.
· Students are expected to participate in labs and discussions & take notes during lectures.

· Students are expected to clean their work area and help maintain common work areas.  

· Students are expected to come see me for help and for make up assignments.
· Students are expected to place all electronic devices in backpacks (turned off) before entering the classroom. 
Agricultural Earth Science Syllabus Acknowledgement

I have read and understand the information presented in the Agricultural Earth Science Syllabus.

Student Name:_______________________________________ Ag Class:_____________
Student Signature: ____________________________________ Date:________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________________ Date: ________________

Parent Contact Phone #:____________________Email:___________________________
* Your student will keep the Agricultural Earth Science Syllabus in the portion of his/her binder labeled “Expectations” please refer back to the syllabus at any time.

Vocational Agriculture Permission Slip

Over the course of the year, your child will have the opportunity to experience many different aspects of vocational agriculture classes that they may otherwise never see. These include, but are not limited to: docking, castrating, giving injections, ear notching, ear tagging, and tattooing. While we feel that these are great learning experiences for students and necessary management practices for the health and safety of animals, we realize that not everyone feels the same, so the following applies:

1. No one has to participate.

2. No student is forced to watch, touch, etc…Students have the option of staying in an appointed location and/or completing an alternative assignment. Grades will not be affected. 

3. Students are asked to inform their parents both before and after the event, using the proper terminology to explain what they have learned.

4. Any animals harvested are done so for a purpose. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

Karen Jones

707-987-4140, ext 4029
I have read the above and understand what my child may be exposed to.

Parent Signature:__________________________________________Date:__________________
